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JAZZ BABY CONTRIBUTING ARTISTS

In alphabetical order by last name.

CLAUDIA ACUNA

A native of Chile, Claudia Acuna started singing before she was even a teenager and has come from having no knowledge of or training in jazz at all, and lacking any command of the English language, to releasing three celebrated albums on the Verve label and being hailed as one of the most promising young vocalists in the jazz world. Inspired by the music of Frank Sinatra, Erroll Garner and Sarah Vaughan, Acuna relocated to Santiago following her high school graduation, and became a hot ticket at the city’s sole jazz club. From there she made a daring move to New York. A steady gig at Small’s nightclub brought her into contact with prominent figures in the jazz world, but it was while participating in an informal jam session at the Blue Note, where she was employed as the coat check girl, that Acuna earned glowing praise from none other than the indomitable jazz giant Betty Carter. A Verve contract followed in short order, and Acuna released her third CD, Luna, in the summer of 2004.  She is currently working on a new album. 

Jazz Baby Contributions



Session1, “A Tisket A Tasket”; Session2, “Kum Ba Ya”, “Ring Around Rosie”; Session 3, “Rock a Bye Baby”

“First, I was interested in making a CD using the language and environment of jazz music and bringing a fresh point of view to some songs I think all of us have heard in our lives. Also, I have nephews and nieces and I can share this with them; and someday I hope to be a mother and I'll have this in my collection and can introduce my own baby to those lullabies in a different form.”

JIM BELUSHI

An experienced actor and comedian, Jim Belushi started off his training in the theater and then really cut his acting teeth as a member of the fabled Second City troupe in his native Chicago. In 1983, following a couple of starring roles, he became a cast member of Saturday Night Live, where he remained for two seasons before embarking on a fruitful career as a film actor. His 
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JIM BELUSHI cont’d

resume includes Homer and Eddie, The Principal, K-9, Takin' Care of Business, Gang Related and Return to Me; more recently he supplied the voice for Tugger in Tugger the Jeep and the voice of Benny in Disney’s The Wild coming out spring of 2006. Jim has performed with his band Jim Belushi and the Sacred Hearts for the past ten years and has two albums with a new According to Jim soundtrack to be released this year. Jim also tours with Dan Aykroyd as The Blues Brothers. Currently he is starring in the hit ABC-TV sitcom According to Jim. 

Jazz Baby Contribution



Session1, “Momma Don’t Allow No Guitar Playing Around Here” w/ the Sacred Hearts Band 

STEVE BLACKWOOD

Steve Blackwood is best known for his role as bad guy Bart Biederbiecke on the soap opera Days of our Lives.  Blackwood has been appearing on Days since 1997, the same year he released his first CD, I Don’t Worry ‘Bout A Thing, with backing from a jazz quartet for Chartmaker Records, followed by Mood Swings on Position Records. The disc includes two original songs and a number of jazz, blues and pop standards, including Cole Porter’s “It’s All Right With Me” and George and Ira Gershwin’s “Lady Be Good.” Having been compared to Mel Torme and Frank Sinatra, Blackwood boasts a singular style that fuses jazz and blues, whether the tune in question be a torch song or a swinging standard. Blackwood is currently promoting his third independent, self-titled CD and performing in the Los Angeles area.  

Jazz Baby Contributions



Session2, “I’ve Been Working on the Railroad”; Session3, “On Top of Spaghetti” 

“I loved working with all the great people on Jazz Baby and dedicate my work to our seven- year-old Nicole.  The arrangements were great (especially the New Orleans feel on ‘Spaghetti.’  You know, the first song I ever sang for my Mom was ‘I’ve Been Working On the Railroad,’ so I feel I’ve come full circle!”

FREDDY COLE

Does anyone not know of Freddy Cole’s royal pedigree? He’s the younger brother, by 12 years, of the pop/jazz giant Nat “King” Cole, one of the most important artists in 20th Century American music. Inspired, rather than daunted, by his brother’s legacy, Cole moved to New York in 1951, studied at the Juilliard School of Music, received a Master’s Degree from the New England Conservatory of Music, and did a stint on the road with the Earl Bostic Band. His first single, “The Joke’s On Me,” was released in 1952 and he has since recorded albums for labels both Stateside and in Europe and in the process won critical acclaim and a substantial and loyal international following. The New York Times has hailed him as “overall, the most maturely  expressive male jazz singer of his generation, if not the best alive.”  Currently Freddy is promoting his latest CD, This Love of Mine, on High Note Records.

 ( - more - )

FREDDY COLE cont’d

Jazz Baby Contributions



Session1, “Jamaica Farewell”, “Scarlet Ribbons”; Session2, “Keemo Kimo”; Session3, “Mary Anne”
“I enjoyed this project. The people were nice and I put all I could into the performances. These were really good songs to sing. You know, sometimes it might be the music that attracts me to a song, other times it might be the lyric. I liked these songs, though, because they could be anything, childrens' songs or any other type, depending on how the listener hears them. In the end they're good songs that children and adults both can enjoy. I was glad to be asked to participate.”
LIONEL COLE

Like father, like son. Lionel Cole joins his father Freddy in the Jazz Baby lineup.  Packing a lot of work into his young years, Cole has already fashioned a lengthy resume of interesting projects in film, television, advertising and music. Working with the Cosby Show’s Malcolm Jamaal Warner, Cole formed the jazz/funk band Miles Long, which featured En Vogue’s Cindy Herron and soul siren Teena Marie on its album, The Many Facets of Superman. More recently Cole has been working with Mariah Carey, playing piano on the chart topping single, “Never Too Far Hero” and co-writing the hit “Through the Rain” from Carey’s multi-platinum album Charm Bracelet. He also joined Carey’s band for its 2004 worldwide tour.

Jazz Baby Contribution

Session3, “Hush Little Baby”

KYMBERLY EVANS

Kymberly often lends her vocals to many of your favorite commercial jingles.  She is also the lead vocalist/songwriter for the popular neo-rock/soul band Velvet Catfish, and also performs with the Reading Theatre Project for the Children’s Museum of Los Angeles.  

Jazz Baby Contributions



Session1, “Michael Row the Boat Ashore”; Session2, “Itsby Bitsy Spider”, “ABC Medley”; Session3, “Three Blind Mice”

CARLTON ERROL GODWIN

Carlton Errol Godwin toured the world in the late ‘80s as a lead Soul/Blues/Jazz singer with the psychedelic-funk band Black Fire Prophecy.  As a thespian Carlton is a veteran of stage screen and television.  He has appeared in numerous police/crime dramas and once had a 

recurring role on the soap opera The Bold and the Beautiful.  He currently resides in Prescott, Arizona, where he performs nightly with his blues band Trial by Fire.
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CARLTON ERROL GODWIN cont’d

Jazz Baby Contribution


Session3, “I’m A Litle Teapot”

“I had so much fun recording these nursery rhymes, I wish I could do it all over again.  Every household should have at least one copy of Jazz Baby because it allows parents and children to reconnect in a very loving and meaningful way through music.”

SWEET BABY J’AI

A native of Kansas City and influenced by fellow Kansas Citians, Count Basie and Charlie Parker, Sweet Baby J’ai is deeply immersed in her home town’s rich musical history as the birthplace of the boogie woogie craze that swept the States in the 1930’s when Big Joe Turner, Pete Johnson and Jay McShann ruled the roost.  An acclaimed vocalist and songwriter, she has been touted as one of the brightest rising stars in jazz who has toured the world with heavyweights on the order of the Jazz Crusaders, Patrice Rushen, Etta James, Koko Taylor, Stanley Turrentine and Joe Sample.  Her debut album, The Art of Blue, and her most recent CD, Evolution, offer scintillating examples of her mastery of blues, jazz and spoken word styles.  On the latter album, she proves herself a quadruple threat as producer, composer and arranger—and song stylist, too: she swings, whispers, shouts and caresses every lyric as if she were writing a diary.  

Jazz Baby Contribution


Session1, “Lavenders Blue”


“The sooner you introduce children to jazz the better off the world will be.  Jazz soothes your soul, promotes independence, indvidualism and cooperation, all at the same time—something  every parent looks forward to.  It was fun baby, enjoy it!”

DR. JOHN

If it’s Dr. John it must be gris-gris time. Carrying the banner for New Orleans in this collection, the good Dr. (born Mac Rebennack) spices every nuance of his vocal and instrumental gumbo with that elusive, sought-after ingredient called soul. Gifted beyond all reason both as a guitarist and as a piano player, Rebennack began his professional career in the ‘50s, while still in his teens, playing clubs and sitting in on numerous Crescent City recording sessions. In the ‘60s he migrated to Los Angeles and quickly became a session regular in the city’s fertile recording scene, his uncredited contributions enlivening and energizing a multitude of West Coast hits. He was also, for a time, fully ensconced as a member of producer Phil Spector’s Wall of Sound orchestra. “I never could figure out why he needed 12 guitars on a session,” Rebennack has said of his Spector experience. In the late ‘60s he was signed to Atlantic as a solo artist, and emerged fully as Dr. John, outfitted in scarves, headbands, psychedelic clothing, bracelets, earrings and a walking stick with a shrunken head attached to its top end, all the while spreading a message of voodoo hoodoo and gris-gris in his croaking vocals and rhythmically infectious music. This character even defied the odds by delivering a hit single in 
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DR. JOHN cont’d

“Right Place, Wrong Time” in 1973. Although he has pretty much retired the Dr. John persona, the music plays on, and it’s become deeper and more personally revealing over the years, especially on two acclaimed albums of solo piano music recorded for Clean Cuts and Hyena Records.  This past April, Blue Note released The Best of the Parlophone Years while Dr. John keeps up a busy concert schedule throughout the year and is in constant demand for session work, on albums and commercials alike.  

Jazz Baby Contribution

Session2, “Toyland”

“I always dug the song. It was kicks working with Joel Dorn.”

TAJ MAHAL

Long before Keb Mo came on the scene, Taj Mahal was out there promoting natch’l blues, which he defined broadly as coming not only from the Mississippi Delta, but from even earlier sources in Africa, the Caribbean, the South Pacific and generally all over the world where people make music for the joy of making music and telling their stories.  Born Henry St. Clair Fredericks in New York on May 17, 1942, he became Taj Mahal after being inspired by a dream as a college student at the University of Massachusetts.  Upon moving to Los Angeles in 1964, he formed a band, the Rising Sons, with guitarist Ry Cooder; signed to Columbia Records, the group's first album, so advanced the label didn't know how to market it, remained in the vaults until 1992, by which time both Taj and Cooder had established themselves as solo artists with devoted followings. Remaining with Columbia as a solo artist, Taj's first solo efforts, 1968's Taj Mahal and Natch'l Blues, made bold statements in support of traditional acoustic-based blues; then, in 1969, he released a double LP, Giant Steps, that was half-electric, half-acoustic, at once bolstering and furthering his concept of the blues as a living, breathing music as vital and viable as ever. Over the years he has taken his fans on a fascinating musical journey through all manner of exotic interpolations of the blues as heard around the world (the Caribbean, India, Hawaii) and at home (The Real Thing, with its forays into New Orleans-tinged blues, and Phantom Blues, with its incorporations of rock, pop and R&B elements), and has written movie soundtracks (and had a featured role in the beloved family film Sounder) and recorded a well-received series of children's albums, including Shake Sugaree. His keen intellect and continued curiosity about all things musical make every Taj Mahal recording a new exercise in discovery, for him and for his fans. And that's a natch'l fact.

Jazz Baby Contribution


Session3, “If I Had A Hammer Blue”

BARBARA MORRISON

Celebrating her 30th year in the music industry, Barbara Morrison has performed with a virtual “who’s who” of the jazz and blues worlds including Dizzy Gillespie, James Moody, Etta James, Esther Phillips, David T. Walker, Johnny Otis, Dr. John, Nancy Wilson, Mel Torme, Joe Williams, Keb Mo’ and Tony Bennett. The Ypsilanti, Michigan, native has been featured on 
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BARBARA MORRISON cont’d

recordings spanning several genres, has performed on movie soundtracks, and  appeared as a guest on most of the late-night talk shows. She is also a perennial guest artist at the world’s top music festivals. Touring as a duo or with a trio, she has inspired a loyal following in Europe and the United States. Blessed with a two-and-a-half octave vocal range, Morrison offers her audiences dazzling new spins on jazz and blues classics as well as original contemporary tunes. 

Jazz Baby Contributions



Session1, “Sing a Song of Sixpence”, “London Bridge”; Session2, “Scarborough Fair”; Session3, “Golden Slumbers”

MEGAN MULLALLY

Megan Mullally can be seen weekly in her Emmy and three-time SAG Award-winning role of Karen Walker on NBC’s Will & Grace. Other television credits include guest starring roles on Seinfeld, Frasier and China Beach, among others. She appeared opposite Stanley Tucci as 

Walter Winchell’s wife in Paul Mazursky’s award-winning biopic Winchell and recently starred opposite Juliet Stevenson in Lifetime’s The Pact. 

Mullally made her Broadway debut in the 1994 revival of Grease with Rosie O’Donnell. She then received an Outer Critic’s Circle Award nomination for her performance as Rosemary in the Broadway revival of How To Succeed in Business Without Really Trying opposite Matthew Broderick.  Megan appeared in the feature film Anywhere But Here and starred in Everything Put Together, directed by Monster Ball’s Marc Forster, an entry in the 2000 Sundance Film Festival’s main competition. 

Concert appearances include the 2003 Kennedy Center Gala with Patty Lupone and Michael 

Feinstein and of course Los Angeles’ own Disney Concert Hall, where she was thrilled to be singing. One of Megan’s fondest projects is her glamorous cover band, Supreme Music Program, with which she has released two CDs, most recently Big As A Berry on Fynsworth Alley. Supreme Music Program will perform this fall with the San Francisco Symphony and   the Orange County Center for the Performing Arts.

Jazz Baby Contribution


Session3, “Home on the Range”

“It’s a beautiful, sad song with surprisingly relevant lyrics.”

BILLY PRESTON

It's advantageous to get an early start on your chosen career, but Billy Preston took the concept to extremes. By age ten he was playing keyboards with gospel diva Mahalia Jackson, and two years later, in 1958, he was featured in Hollywood's film bio of W. C. Handy, St. Louis 
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BILLY PRESTON cont’d

Blues, portraying young Handy himself. Preston was a prodigy on organ and piano, recording during the early '60s for Vee-Jay and touring with Little Richard. He was a loose-limbed regular on the mid-'60s ABC TV series Shindig, proving his talent as both vocalist and pianist, and he 

built an enviable reputation as a session musician, even backing the Beatles on their Let It Be album. That impressive Beatles connection led to Preston's big break as a solo artist with his own Apple album, but it was his early-'70s soul smashes "Outa-Space" and the exuberant "Will It Go Round in Circles" for A&M that put Preston on the permanent musical map.

Jazz Baby Contribution


Session2, “Clementine”

PONCHO SANCHEZ

With over two decades as one of the busiest and most successful Latin jazz bandleaders in the world, Poncho Sanchez has gracefully accepted the role as one of the cherished idiom's most important practitioners. His 21 albums as a leader, including 19 for Concord Picante, have established him as the most artistically consistent and popular Latin jazz artists in the world, bar none. His touring schedule takes him from coast-to-coast in the United States and from Japan to Europe to satisfy the hunger of his rapidly growing international fan base. Not bad for a Chicano kid who was one of 11 children born into a Mexican-American family in Laredo, Texas. Growing up in Southern California, he was nurtured by the twin music influences of tropical Latin music, including Puente, Tito Rodriguez, Machito, Santamaria and Cal Tjader, and the R&B sounds that dominated the radio airwaves of the day. He became fascinated with conga drumming and was determined to make the Afro-Cuban rhythmic style his own. The chance of a lifetime came along in 1975 when he was asked to join vibraphonist Tjader's popular Latin jazz group. "I was very pound and very strong, and I was so much into being with Cal, it was an honor--a dream come true for me," he recalls of his tenure with Tjader. "Mongo had always been my favorite conga drummer, so I approached it in the way Mongo would have. He played strong and hard and very seriously. I went into every gig with Cal with that in mind."

Jazz Baby Contribution


Session3, “Row Row Row The Boat”

CYBILL SHEPHERD

Cybill Shepherd’s four Golden Globe Awards, four People’s Choice Awards, and stellar work (including two groundbreaking series Moonlighting and Cybill) in television, film and theater are but part of the story. Cybill began singing the church choir at age eight and fronted a folk singing group in high school.  Throughout her career, the Memphis, TN, native has always found time for musical pursuits as a versatile vocalist whose repertoire ranges from rock to blues to jazz to classic pop standards and includes her original compositions as well. She has played to sold-out concert houses around the world and has released eleven albums featuring guest appearances by respected artists such as Stan Getz, Phineas Newborn, Jr., Gene Bertoncini, Mundell Lowe, George Duvivier, Oscar Neves, Jamil Nasser and Peabo Bryson. 
Her most recent CD At Home With Cybill is available at www.cybill.com and CD Baby.  This fall
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CYBILL SHEPHERD cont’d

Cybill stars in the CBS telefilm Martha Behind Bars, airing on CBS-TV on September 25.

Jazz Baby Contributions



Session1, “All the Pretty Horses”; Session2, “Toora Loora Loora”; Session3, “Little Jack Horner/Little Miss Muffet Medley”, “My Bonnie”

"You are never too young to be exposed to jazz. I loved working on Jazz Baby as it gave me a chance to take classic children's lullabies and do crazy jazz things to them. My collaborator Tom Adams and I especially had a great time doing ‘All The Pretty Horses’ in 5/4 time."
JANIS SIEGEL

The great American songbook always seems to find its champions, and in the 1970s the inventive pop quartet Manhattan Transfer fueled a resurgence of interest in pop standards that continues unabated today. Vocalist Janis Siegel was a founding member of the Manhattan Transfer and has gone on to carve out a successful solo career that has found her assaying the enduring songs of the past while also embracing the contributions of contemporary songwriters such as Joni Mitchell, James Taylor and Judy Collins. Her 1987 album, At Home, earned her a Grammy nomination. Signing with the Telarc label in 2000, she released I Wish You Love in 2002 and Friday Night Special in 2003, both projects featuring instrumental support from esteemed jazz players such as Houston Person and David “Fathead” Newman. Venturing a bit farther off the beaten path, she explores lesser-known show tunes on her latest album, Sketches of Broadway. Even as her solo career takes flight, though, Siegel remains a member of the Manhattan Transfer. 

Jazz Baby Contribution


Session1, “Glow Worm”
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